
Climate Smart Communities Certification Report
  BRONZE CERTIFIED

This is the Climate Smart Communities Certification Report of Hudson, City (Columbia). Hudson, City (Columbia) is
a bronze certified Climate Smart Community.

Hudson, City (Columbia) was certified on June 01, 2021 with 127 points earned from 23 completed actions. Listed
below is information regarding Hudson, City (Columbia)’s Climate Smart Communities efforts and materials
associated with its certified actions. 

The certification for Hudson, City (Columbia) will expire on September 30, 2026.

Contact Information
The designated Climate Smart Communities contact for Hudson, City (Columbia) is:

Name: TOM O'DOWD

Title/Position: CAC MEMBER / CITY OF HUDSON CAC

Address: 520 WARREN STREET HUDSON, NY 12534
HUDSON, NEW YORK 12534

Actions Implemented
Each approved action and supporting documentation for which Hudson, City (Columbia) was approved for in 2021
appears below. Note: Standards for the actions below may have changed and the documentation listed may no
longer satisfy requirements for that action. Additionally, points associated with actions prior to 2013 certifications
may not be accurate.

1. Build a climate-smart community.
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PE1 Action: CSC Task Force

20 Points

 Bronze Mandatory

Program Summary: The uploaded "Hudson Climate Smart Executive Order" document is the executive order
establishing the Task Force. "Hudson_CSC Task Force_Meeting 1" and "Hudson_CSC Task Force_Meeting 2
" are notes from the first two Task Force Meetings, which list participants present as the meetings were cond
ucted virtually on April 23rd, 2020 and May 14th, 2020. Lastly, the document "Task Force Members" lists app
ointed members of the Task Force and their organizations.

PDF: HUDSON CLIMATE SMART EXECUTIVE ORDER.PDF

WORD: HUDSON_CSC TASK FORCE_MEETING 1_.DOCX

WORD: HUDSON_CSC TASK FORCE_MEETING 2.DOCX

PDF: TASK FORCE MEMBERS.PDF

PE1 Action: CSC Coordinator

10 Points

 Bronze Mandatory

Program Summary: The uploaded 'Hudson Climate Smart Executive Order" is dated April 2nd, 2020 and est
ablishes Michael Chameides as the Climate Smart Communities Coordinator.

PDF: HUDSON CLIMATE SMART EXECUTIVE ORDER.PDF

PE1 Action: National/Regional Climate Program

3 Points

Program Summary: The City of Hudson became a designated Clean Energy Community. Four High Impact A
ctions Have Been Completed, Including: -Unified Solar Permit -Energy Code Enforcement Training -Energize 
NY Finance -Benchmarking - Municipal Buildings A current list of designated communities can be found at th
e following link: https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Clean-Energy-Communities/Designated-
Clean-Energy-Communities
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/6/15940479935668.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/6/15940480754304.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/6/15940481160442.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/6/15940491370631.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/6/15940495556464.pdf


PE1 Action: Partnerships with Other Entities

3 Points

Program Summary: The City of Hudson partnered with Cornell Cooperative Extension and Seton Health to c
oordinate and increase capacity to complete work in schools and communities for the New York State Depar
tment of Health (NYSDOT) 'Creating Healthy Schools and Communities" project. A goal of this project was to 
mobilize Hudson to educate community members and leaders on the benefits of adopting and implementing
Complete Street policies, plans, and practices. These encourage alternative transportation use like walking a
nd biking through creating a connected and accessible community, ultimately reducing GHG emissions. This 
goal was achieved when funding from this partnership was used to install crosswalks, additional bike parking
, and bike fix-it stations throughout the city. Please find the Letter of Collaboration for this project uploaded,
as well as examples of crosswalks and bike fix-it stations that were installed by Hudson's Department of Publi
c Works. The duration of this partnership was from October 1, 2015, to September 30, 2020.

PDF: HEALTHY SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES SIGNED LETTER OF COLLABORATION.PDF

WORD: HEALTHY SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES- PICTURES.DOCX
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/9/16075300168758.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/9/16075308353186.docx


3. Decrease energy use.

PE3 Action: Interior Lighting Upgrades

2 Points

Program Summary: 12.32% of the lighting in the City of Hudson's municipal buildings have been converted t
o LED fixtures by square foot. Attached, find a resolution authorizing Lime Energy Services to upgrade fluore
scent lights at 701 Union (City Police Station and Courthouse) to LED fixtures. This will result in an annual savi
ngs of $6,600 and 59,857.01 kWh. The square footage of the building is 12534 square feet. Please find a pre
ss release (1/24/2021) for the lighting upgrade, which took place in 2020 at https://cityofhudson.org/news_de
tail_T10_R340.php All of the municipally-owned properties in the City of Hudson amount to 99347 total squa
re feet. You can find the square footage of each municipal building in the uploaded City of Hudson Municipal
Buildings Energy Consumption Report on page two of the document.

PDF: 701 UNION STREET LIGHTING UPGRADES

WORD: CITY OF HUDSON MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS ENERGY CONSUMPTION REPORT (1).DOCX

PE3 Action: Benchmarking - Municipal Buildings

4 Points

Program Summary: "City of Hudson Energy Benchmarking Resolution" is the resolution passed by the Com
mon Council in 2017 establishing the City's energy benchmarking in government building policy. Also provid
ed is the energy benchmarking report for the City of Hudson Municipal Buildings. This report can be found p
ublicly available at http://www.cityofhudson.org/business/sustain.php and was posted in 2020 with the creati
on of this webpage.

PDF: CITY OF HUDSON ENERGY BENCHMARKING RESOLUTION

WORD: CITY OF HUDSON MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS ENERGY CONSUMPTION REPORT.DOCX

PE3 Action: Energy Code Enforcement Training

5 Points

Program Summary: Uploaded is a screenshot of the NYSERDA's Clean Energy Communities webpage
accessed on 12/8/2020 that indicated that the city of Hudson is a designated Clean energy Community and 
completed the Energy Code Enforcement Training as a High Impact Action.

WORD: NYSERDA CEC WEBSITE
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/7/16073746424839.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/22/16086520996096.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/6/15940542979771.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/10/19/16031326504174.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/8/16074386143803.docx


5. Use climate-smart materials management.

PE5 Action: Residential Organic Waste Program

4 Points

Program Summary: The City of Hudson provides seasonal yard debris pick-up. The Department of Public W
orks picks up leaves, yard trimmings, and brush as long as they are placed in paper leaf bags. Christmas tree
pickup is also conducted throughout the city as crews are available. This information can be found on the cit
y's website at: http://www.cityofhudson.org/departments/public_works_department/index.php Leaf pick-ups 
occur once a week for 5-6 weeks during the fall, Christmas trees are picked up for 4 weeks following the holi
days, and general yard trimming collection starts in spring and continues for several months. Please find a de
tailed description of the program from DPW Superintendent Robert Perry uploaded below. Also find a photo 
of Christmas trees collected from the pick-up program below.

WORD: YARD DEBRIS PICK-UP DESCRIPTION.DOCX

IMAGE: CHRISTMAS TREE PICK-UP.JPG

6. Implement climate-smart land use.

PE6 Action: Smart Growth Policies

6 Points

Program Summary: Please find a description of the incorporation of smart growth principles into land-use po
licies and regulations attached. Points requested for: Mix land uses; Diversity of housing opportunities and ch
oices; Walkable neighborhoods; Foster distinctive, attractive communities with a strong sense of place;
Preserve open space, farmland, natural beauty, and important natural areas; Promote density that facilitates 
non-car transportation options.

PDF: INCORPORATION OF SMART GROWTH PRINCIPLES INTO LAND-USE POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

PE6 Action: Unified Solar Permit

5 Points

Program Summary: Attached is a copy of the City of Hudson's resolution adopting the New York State Unifie
d Solar Permit and a copy of the (October 2016) Unified Solar Permit being used by the City of Hudson. Also 
uploaded is a screenshot from NYSERDA's Clean Energy Community webpage accessed on 12/8/2020 whic
h confirms that the City of Hudson is a designated Clean Energy Community and completed the Unified Sola
r Permit High Impact Action.

PDF: UNIFIED SOLAR PERMIT

WORD: NYSERDA CEC WEBSITE
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/4/1/16172891245649.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/4/1/161728920004.jpg
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/7/1610037319773.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/10/19/16031323643152.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/8/1607436211341.docx


PE6 Action: Infrastructure for Biking and Walking

7 Points

Program Summary: Expand and Improve Walking/Biking Paths The Empire State Trail is a multi-use path desi
gned for pedestrians and cyclists that extends 750 miles from New York City to Canada. Trail construction oc
curred in the City of Hudson. Attached are pictures of the trail with its associated signage. Crosswalks were a
lso added to several intersections in the city as part of the 'Healthy Schools and Communities' partnership pr
oject that occurred from 2015 to 2020. Photos can be found in the document "Healthy Schools and communi
ties- pictures." Additional information about all sidewalk and walkway improvements can be found at: http://w
ww.cityofhudson.org/departments/mayor_s_office/ada/sidewalks.php Improved Bike Parking At the City of H
udson Empire State Trailhead, a bike parking area with a bike repair station was added. Bike parking was als
o added to Public Square Park courtesy of Hudson's Rotary Club. Photos are uploaded as "Bicycle Infrastruct
ure." A bike repair station located at a community bike co-op was also installed as part of the Healthy School
s and Communities grant. Photos can be found in the document "Healthy Schools and communities- pictures
." Improved Pedestrian Signage Extensive pedestrian and bicycle signage were included in the construction 
of the Empire State Trail. Please see photos in the "Empire State Trail Photos" document.

WORD: EMPIRE STATE TRAIL PHOTOS.DOCX

WORD: BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE

WORD: HEALTHY SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES- PICTURES.DOCX

PE6 Action: Alternative-fuel Infrastructure

8 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: The City of Hudson installed 3 2-port electric vehicle charging stations. Attached, find th
e invoice for the installation of these stations. Also included is a photo from 8-1-2020 of the charging station i
n use.

PDF: PLUGIN INVOICE.PDF

IMAGE: STATION IN USE 8/1/2020

PE6 Action: Access to Public Transit

6 Points

Program Summary: The City requests points for the following tiers: Develop a shuttle system to trains (3 poin
ts). Improve walkways, sidewalks and/or bikeways to trains and buses (2 points), and ensuring adequate bike
and car parking near bus stops (1 point). Please find an uploaded memo that describes how the City met eac
h tier titles Memo Re: Climate Smart Communities Action 6.12. Please find the Columbia County shuttle's
brochure, which lists routes and shuttle times here: https://www.columbiacountyny.com/uploads/1/0/6/8/1068
27239/public_transportation_-_shopping_shuttle_-_brochure_4-15-19.pdf While this is a County service, the 
City of Hudson promotes ridership. In 2018, the City added signs to increase awareness of the shuttle servic
e. A discussion was held at the City Housing and Transporation Committee meeting regarding the signs. Not
es from this meeting can be found here: https://cms3.revize.com/revize/hudsonny/Boards%20and%20Commi
ttees/Housing%20and%20Transportation/2018%20Minutes/Housing%20and%20Transportation%20Committ
ee%20Meeting%20Apr4.18.pdf Pictures of the installed signage can be found in the uploaded memo.

PDF: MEMO RE: CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES ACTION 6.12
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/7/16073657556211.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/7/16073668417503.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/9/16075373102751.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/9/21/16006989624326.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/9/21/16006990032908.jpg
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/4/2/16173775274293.pdf


PE6 Action: Natural Resources Inventory

10 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: The City of Hudson's Conservation Advisory Council created a Natural Resources and O
pen Space Inventory in 2019. The full document can be found at http://cms3.revize.com/revize/hudsonny/201
9%20Natural%20Resource%20and%20Open%20Space%20Inventory.pdf This Inventory was approved by th
e Common Council in June of 2019. A copy of the resolution is uploaded.

PDF: RESOLUTION_NATURAL RESOURCE AND OPEN SPACE INVENTORY 7.2019.PDF

PE6 Action: Local Forestry Program

5 Points

Program Summary: Large-scale Tree Planting The City of Hudson participates in a tree planting partnership 
project with the Galvan Foundation and Pondside Nursery http://galvanfreetrees.org/ To encourage the plant
ing of appropriate street trees, the CAC devised, and the City adopted, an application and permit process for
planting street trees, with an accompanying guide to appropriate urban species choices and proper planting 
and maintenance practices. Once tree species are selected, residents can request a tree through the Galvan
Foundation and Pondside Nursery, at which point the City of Hudson DPW assists in tree plantings by makin
g sidewalk cuts and assisting with installation. 133 trees were planted within the City between 2018 and
2019. The program did not run in 2020 due to COVID restrictions. Invoices for 2018 and 2019, a list of trees 
planted including tree locations (homeowner information redacted for privacy), and the Tree Guide and Appli
cation, which include detailed information about the program, have been uploaded to the portal. Canopy Inv
entory A street tree inventory can be found on page 47 of the City of Hudson's Natural Resource Inventory. A
map of the city's forested habitats can be found on pages 22 and 23. Link to the NRI: http://cms3.revize.com/
revize/hudsonny/2019%20Natural%20Resource%20and%20Open%20Space%20Inventory.pdf

EXCEL: COPY OF FINAL LIST OF TREE RECIPIENTS 2019.XLSX

EXCEL: COPY OF FINAL TREE LIST 2018 (6).XLSX

PDF: STREET TREE GUIDE AND STREET TREE PERMIT APPLICATION.PDF

EXCEL: COPY OF GRANDFATHERED TREE RECIPIENTS 2017_CAC-REVIEWED (1) (2) - COPY.XLSX

PDF: 2018 AND 2019 TREE INVOICES PONDSIDE NURSERY.PDF

EXCEL: COPY OF TREE RECIPIENTS 2016.XLSX
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/9/21/16007074633285.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/24/16166002954651.xlsx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/24/16166015607376.xlsx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/24/16166020886305.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/24/16166015821273.xlsx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/24/1616602288484.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/24/16166015979899.xlsx


7. Enhance community resilience to climate change.

PE7 Action: Evaluate Policies for Climate Resilience

6 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: The City of Hudson completed a Climate Smart Resiliency Planning Tool in 2018. Upload
ed are the completed tool and summary report.

PDF: CSRPT RECOMMENDATIONS

EXCEL: HUDSON_CSRPT_2018.XLSX

PE7 Action: Climate-resilient Hazard Mitigation Plan

4 Points

Program Summary: Columbia County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan: https://gallatin.yourtownhub
.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Columbia-County-HMP_Final_2018.pdf Find uploaded an explanation of h
ow the plan addresses climate change and includes climate science projection and the City's 2018 resolution
adopting the plan. Please also find documentation of FEMA approval, provided by the team at HazardMitigati
on@dhses.ny.gov.

WORD: CLIMATE HAZARD DESCRIPTION_COLUMBIA COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

PDF: 2018 MJHMP RESOLUTION.PDF

PDF: FEMA ADOPTION LIST

PDF: FEMA ADOPTION_EMAIL CONFIRMATION.PDF

PE7 Action: Culverts & Dams

4 Points

Program Summary: Points (2) requested for conducting an assessment of all road-stream crossings that fall u
nder the responsibility of the City of Hudson using the NAACC protocol. Points (2) requested for developing 
a road-stream crossing municipal management plan that prioritizes crossings for replacement based on threa
ts to flooding and aquatic connectivity. This plan, completed in 2020, is uploaded below.

PDF: CITY OF HUDSON ROAD STREAM CROSSING MANAGEMENT PLAN
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/7/15941258963851.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/7/7/15941303471278.xlsx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/11/30/16067599835133.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/15/16158360054961.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/15/16158362357533.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/3/15/16158363086738.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/23/16087408569205.pdf


8. Support a green innovation economy.

PE8 Action: Farmers’ Markets

3 Points

Program Summary: The Hudson Farmers Market located at the city parking lot on Columbia Street. The outd
oor market is held on Saturdays from 9 am to 1 pm, April through November. Hudson Farmers Market Websit
e: http://www.hudsonfarmersmarketny.com/ Hudson Farmers Market Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/pg/h
udsonny.market/posts/?ref=page_internal&mt_nav=0 The Hudson Farmers Market also develops a weekly e
mail newsletter. Archived newsletters can be found at https://us4.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=313026ab
00a4c55bff15199a0&id=8c1d94f756 The City of Hudson hosts the market in the City-owned lot behind City 
Hall (http://www.cityofhudson.org/covid-19/index.php), advertises the market on the City website, and the Cit
y's Parking Bureau addresses parking requirements to accommodate the market on the City's website (http:/
/www.cityofhudson.org/departments/parking_bureau/index.php).

PE8 Action: Brownfield Clean-up & Redevelopment

3 Points

Program Summary: Site Name: Foster Refrigeration Site Investigation Site Code: B00184 Develop a site-spe
cific brownfield redevelopment plan or a strategy for multiple brownfield sites (3 points): Site Management Pl
an, September 2019: https://www.dec.ny.gov/data/DecDocs/B00184/Work%20Plan.ERP.B00184.2019-09-05.
SMP_FINAL_no_EE.pdf This site has been restored to a community dog park. Please find recent photos of th
e site attached.

IMAGE: DOG PARK

IMAGE: DOG PARK 2

PE8 Action: PACE Financing

2 Points

Program Summary: Uploaded are the local law and local law filing establishing and implementing the Energi
ze NY Financing Program. Also included is a screenshot (from 12/8/20) of NYSERDA's website confirming tha
t the city of Hudson is a designated Clean Energy Community and completed the Energize NY Financing hig
h impact action.

PDF: LAW ESTABLISHING AND IMPLEMENTING ENERGIZE NY FINANCING PROGRAM

PDF: LOCAL LAW FILING

WORD: NYSERDA CEC WEBSITE

PDF: LETTER OF CONFIRMATION
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/8/16101245130769.jpg
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/8/16101245430946.jpg
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/9/21/16007012149046.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/9/21/16007013048324.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/8/16074358999653.docx
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/12/9/1607527463193.pdf


9. Inform and inspire the public.

PE9 Action: Climate Change Education & Engagement

4 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: The city of Hudson is requesting 4 points for "Engagement strategy/activities for climate 
change adaptation." Uploaded is the city's Flood Preparedness Guide for Residents and Businesses, created
in 2020. This document was edited to include that flooding is an impact of climate change. Also included is a
description of the project, project steps, and how the creation and availability of this Flood Guide contribute t
o community-wide climate resilience.

PDF: HUDSON FLOOD GUIDE 2020

PDF: FLOOD PREPAREDNESS GUIDE PROCESS DESCRIP HUDSON 2020.PDF

PE9 Action: Local Climate Action Website

3 Points

Program Summary: The following link is to the City of Hudson's Environmental Sustainability webpage, whic
h was developed and launched with all new content 2020. This webpage includes a description of the local 
government’s efforts related to local climate change mitigation and adaptation, how residents and businesse
s can participate in those efforts, and a summary of actions that residents and businesses in the community c
an take to reduce their GHG emissions. These components can be on separate webpages. http://cityofhudso
n.org/business/sustain.php
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/4/1/16172882735545.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/2/17/16135953880111.pdf
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