
Climate Smart Communities Certification Report
  BRONZE CERTIFIED

This is the Climate Smart Communities Certification Report of New Lebanon, Town (Columbia). New Lebanon,
Town (Columbia) is a bronze certified Climate Smart Community.

New Lebanon, Town (Columbia) was certified on March 04, 2021 with 130 points earned from 22 completed
actions. Listed below is information regarding New Lebanon, Town (Columbia)’s Climate Smart Communities
efforts and materials associated with its certified actions. 

The certification for New Lebanon, Town (Columbia) will expire on September 30, 2026.

Contact Information
The designated Climate Smart Communities contact for New Lebanon, Town (Columbia) is:

Name: BRUCE SHENKER

Title: REP TO COUNTY EMC

Actions Implemented
Each approved action and supporting documentation for which New Lebanon, Town (Columbia) was approved for
in 2021 appears below. Note: Standards for the actions below may have changed and the documentation listed
may no longer satisfy requirements for that action. Additionally, points associated with actions prior to 2013
certifications may not be accurate.

1. Build a climate-smart community.
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PE1 Action: CSC Task Force

20 Points

 Bronze Mandatory

Program Summary: At its April 14, 2020 meeting the New Lebanon Town Board announced that the followin
g people from the New Lebanon community will become part of the New Lebanon Climate Smart Taskforce. 
This resolution was revised in early 2021. Here's the Task Force members: Steve Powers - Chair CAC Membe
r Deb Gordon - Town Board Member Bruce Shenker - CSC Coordinator New Lebanon Rep to County Environ
mental Management Council Jenna Barbary - CAC Member Bob Gilson - CAC Member Steven Dono Marc Fr
ey Marsha Kessler Adelia Moore Elizabeth Poreba Carole Roseman Sarah Steadman Cathy Wilkerson A link t
o the minutes for the Town Board meeting approving this resolution is here: https://secureservercdn.net/198.
71.233.204/482.ab5.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/04.14.2020-Reg-Mtg.pdf Link to town w
ebsite area for Climate Smart task force http://www.townofnewlebanon.com/boards/climate-smart-communiti
es-task-force-committee/

PDF: NEW LEBANON CSC RESOLUTION SIGNED RES #14 2020.PDF

PDF: RESOLUTION 14 2021 RECREATION OF CSC TF.PDF

PE1 Action: CSC Coordinator

10 Points

 Bronze Mandatory

Program Summary: Bruce Shenker the New Lebanon representative to the Columbia County Environmental 
Management Council has been appointed the Climate Smart Communities coordinator for New Lebanon In t
his role he will work with the task force to identify the actions which will provide the most benefit to the town 
and help plan how these actions will be accomplished. He will report progress to the town board and also m
anage the Climate Smart portal for the task force. The uploaded resolution indicates that Bruce Shenker has 
been appointed as Climate Smart Communities coordinator

PDF: NEW LEBANON CSC RESOLUTION SIGNED RES #14 2020.PDF

PE1 Action: National/Regional Climate Program

3 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon became a Clean Energy Community in 2020.

IMAGE: NL_CEC_MAP_COMPLETED_ACTIONS.PNG

PE1 Action: Partnerships with Other Entities

3 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon Climate Smart Communities Task Force has worked with Columbia Count
y Environmental Management Council (EMC) and other towns to encourage Columbia County to join the clim
ate smart community program. Columbia County voted to become a Climate Smart Community in December 
2020. Through our continued involvement in the county EMC, New Lebanon will continue to play a leadershi
p role in climate leadership initiatives.

WORD: LETTER TO COUNTY RE CSC.DOC

Page 2 of 10 - 26 Apr 2024

http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/6/16099572071834.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/2/25/16142721394211.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/6/16099572924793.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/6/24/15930105315302.PNG
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/8/27/15985656716161.doc


2. Inventory emissions, set goals, and plan for climate action.

PE2 Action: Government Operations GHG Inventory

16 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: As one of our first actions, the New Lebanon CSC Task Force completed an inventory of 
greenhouse gases from government operations. We chose 2019 as a benchmark year as it predated our LED
streetlight program and also predated the pandemic, which had a one-time impact on energy usage. As such
, it should serve as a good baseline to measure our energy savings initiatives for the town. The full report
was posted to the task Force Page on the Town website. http://www.townofnewlebanon.com/boards/climate
-smart-communities-task-force-committee/

PDF: NEW LEBANON GREENHOUSE GAS INVENTORY_SUMMARY REPORT .PDF

3. Decrease energy use.

PE3 Action: Benchmarking - Municipal Buildings

4 Points

Program Summary: On May 9, 2017, the New Lebanon Town Board passed a resolution to begin benchmark
ing greenhouse gas emissions for government buildings. Benchmark reports for 2016-2017 have been uploa
ded to the CSC Task Force page on the Town website (attached and posted at http://www.townofnewlebano
n.com/boards/climate-smart-communities-task-force-committee/). This action was recognized as sufficient for
the Clean Energy Program.

PDF: BENCHMARKING RESOLUTION_NL_EXECUTED.PDF

PDF: 2016_2019_ENERGY_BENCHMARKING_REPORT_NEW_LEBANON.PDF

IMAGE: NL_CEC_MAP.PNG

IMAGE: BM_SCREENSHOT.JPG

PE3 Action: Fleet Inventory

4 Points

Program Summary: The Town of New Lebanon Climate Smart Task Force, in partnership with the Highway D
epartment, completed an inventory on all town vehicles. This will be maintained on a regular basis per the att
ached policy.

EXCEL: NEW LEBANON FLEET INVENTORY

PDF: NEW LEBANON CSC FLEET INVENTORY POLICY
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/8/27/15985661654946.pdf
http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/6/24/15930109456728.pdf
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2021/1/5/16098855367354.pdf


PE3 Action: LED Street Lights

10 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon replaced 100% of its street lights with LED lights in March 2020. Section I
V of our Greenhouse Gas Inventory for Government Operations shows a chart from NYSEG demonstrating th
e rapid decrease in energy usage after that time.

EXCEL: LED-STREET-LIGHT-CALCULATOR_NEW_LEBANON.XLSX

PDF: NEW-LEBANON-GREENHOUSE-GAS-INVENTORY_SUMMARY-REPORT- (1).PDF

IMAGE: NL_CEC_MAP.PNG

IMAGE: LED STREET LIGHTS APPROVAL BY NYSERDA.PNG

PDF: NYSEG STATEMENT FOR NEW LEBANON STREETLIGHTS (JAN 2021)

PE3 Action: Energy Code Enforcement Training

5 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon completed this action as part of the Clean Energy Communities program. 
Screen shot of all four completed actions on the NYSERDA website is attached.

IMAGE: NL_CEC_MAP.PNG

PDF: NL_ECET.PDF

5. Use climate-smart materials management.

PE5 Action: Organic Waste Program for Government Buildings

2 Points

Program Summary: Following the successful creation of our food waste drop off program at the New Lebano
n Community Gardens, the CSC Task Force expanded this program to include our government operations by
setting up a composting bucket in our Town Hall. The Town Hall accounts for an estimate 47% of our govern
ment buildings. As a result we are requesting 2 points for this action. A more detailed description of the actio
n is attached.

WORD: PE5_NL_CSC_GOV_ORGANICS.DOCX
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http://csc-site-persistent-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/fileadmin/cicbase/documents/2020/9/4/15992256606779.xlsx
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PE5 Action: Reuse Programs

6 Points

Program Summary: The New Lebanon CSC Task Force created a Resource Recovery initiative in August 20
20. Town board minutes approving the initiative are attached (pp 23-24). A designated team took over
operation of the "Free Store" at the Town Hall where members of the community can donate and receive clot
hing and other small items. The team led a successful clothing and coat giveaway at our fire station in late fall
2020 (photos attached). The Resource Recovery team also led a bike recycling and repair initiative, which ref
urbished 30 donated bikes. These were provided free of charge to members of the community. The team als
o repaired 20 bikes for residents. This initiative is being submitted with a detailed description under PE11 : Inn
ovative Approaches to Existing CSC Actions." The Resource Recovery team is evaluating options for a larger 
permanent location as well as future expansion possibilities. The town page for the Free store is here: http://
www.townofnewlebanon.com/the-free-store/ Town Board minutes approving this project are attached below.

PDF: 08.11.20 REG MEETING MIN AND ADDENDUMS.PDF

IMAGE: (2)COATS DRIVE FLYER-2_1.JPG

IMAGE: GIVEAWAY EVENT FACEBOOK POSTING

IMAGE: FREE_STORE_NEWS_ARTICLE.JPG

IMAGE: NEW LEBANON BIKE RECYCLING PROGRAM (CSC FACEBOOK ANNOUNCEMENT)

PE5 Action: Waste Reduction Education Campaign

2 Points

Program Summary: The New Lebanon CSC Task Force set up a subcommittee to focus on a Waste Reductio
n Education Campaign. The attached write-up describes the wide range of educational efforts made to enco
urage waste reduction, including a promotional booth at the Farmers Market, training video for residential co
mposting, Facebook postings, flyers for our clothing collection and giveaway, and our bike recycling program
. A link to our promotional video and posters in on the Town website here: http://www.townofnewlebanon.co
m/boards/climate-smart-communities-task-force-committee/

IMAGE: 20201218_144001.JPG

WORD: WASTE_REDUCTION_CAMPAIGN_FINAL.DOCX

PDF: 12.8.2020 NEW LEBANON TOWN BOARD REG MTG WITH RES EXHIBITS AND ADDENDUMS.PDF

IMAGE: FREE STORE ARTICLE FROM EASTWICK PRESS NOV 26 2020.JPG

WORD: RECYCLING POST FROM FACEBOOK 12.28.2020.DOCX

IMAGE: MARC CATHY WITH BIKES CROPPED.JPG
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PE5 Action: Residential Organic Waste Program

4 Points

Program Summary: Following the creation of an organics management strategic plan, the CSC Task Force C
omposting Team created a partnership with our local Community Garden to accept food waste from resident
s in the community. We then created a promotional video which is posted to our web page on the town webs
ite and informational flyers. We also started a booth at the farmers market to promote the program. Promotio
nal video is here: http://www.townofnewlebanon.com/boards/climate-smart-communities-task-force-committ
ee/ Town Board minutes approving this project are here:
https://secureservercdn.net/198.71.233.204/482.ab5.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/08.11.20
-Reg-Meeting-Min-and-Addendums-1.pdf

IMAGE: COMPOST SITE AT COMMUNITY GARDEN.JPG

PDF: COMPOST SIGN.PDF

IMAGE: COMPOSTS-FLYER-1.JPG

IMAGE: COMPOSTS-FLYER-2.JPG

IMAGE: NEW LEBANON BOOTH PROMOTING COMPOSTING AT FARMERS MARKET

IMAGE: PROMOTIONAL POSTS ON FACEBOOK ABOUT NEW LEBANON COMPOSTING PROGRAM
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6. Implement climate-smart land use.

PE6 Action: Unified Solar Permit

5 Points

Program Summary: Action completed as part of Clean Energy Community program. Map showing 4 actions 
completed attached. The action was completed on July 11, 2017.

IMAGE: NL_CEC_MAP.PNG

PDF: 2017 22 BODY OF UNIFIED SOLAR PERMIT RESOLUTION W NO EXHIBITS (2).PDF

PE6 Action: Infrastructure for Biking and Walking

3 Points

Program Summary: The Corkscrew Rail Trail is part of the Capital District Regional Trail plan to connect com
munities with multi-use trails. http://regionaltrailperspectives.weebly.com/ The Corkscrew trail connects Step
hentown to New Lebanon and, once completed, will provide a safe, natural path through the heart of New Le
banon. As part of its efforts to support the trail plan, the town of New Lebanon paid for a dumpster to suppor
t the cleanup of a new section of the Corkscrew Rail Trail https://www.facebook.com/pages/Corkscrew%20R
ail%20Trail/1775176379385916/ . Minutes from board meeting (pp. 19-20) indicating the town supported the c
leanup and dumpster receipt are attached.

PDF: COLUMBIA COUNTY DUMPSTER RECEIPT.PDF

PDF: TOWN BOARD APPROVAL OF RAIL TRAIL CLEANUP

IMAGE: DUMPSTER.JPG

PE6 Action: Natural Resources Inventory

10 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: In 2017/18 the New Lebanon Conservation Advisory Council (CAC) with a grant from Ne
w York State Environmental Protection Fund through the Hudson River Estuary Program of the New York Sta
te Department of Environmental Conservation and help from nonpfrofits Hudsonia and Hawthorne Valley Far
mscape Ecology Program prepared a Natural Resources Conservation plan which was adopted by the town 
board. Text of the report is in the 6 files uploaded or on the CAC webpage http://www.townofnewlebanon.co
m/conservation-advisory-council-cac/ Attached is town board resolution authorizing NRI called Natural Resou
rces conservation plan

PDF: NEW-LEBANON-NRCP_1.-COVER-INTRO-P.-I-2.PDF

PDF: NEW-LEBANON-NRCP_2.-PHYSICAL-SETTING-LAND-USE-HISTORY-P.-3-17.PDF

PDF: NEW-LEBANON-NRCP_3.-NATURAL-RESOURCES-MINERAL-WATER-P.-18-31.PDF

PDF: NEW-LEBANON-NRCP_4.-NATURAL-RESOURCES-BIOL-FARMLAND-SCENIC-RECR-P.-32-89-2.PDF

PDF: NEW-LEBANON-NRCP_5.-LAST-SECTIONS-P.-90-148.PDF

PDF: NEW LEBANON NATURAL RESOURCE INVENTORY RESOLUTION SIGNED RES #32 2017.PDF
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7. Enhance community resilience to climate change.

PE7 Action: Climate Vulnerability Assessment

8 Points

 Bronze Priority  Silver Priority

Program Summary: The New Lebanon Climate Smart Task Force has conducted an initial vulnerability
assessment focused on seasonal drought. This hazard was selected for our first hazard vulnerability assessm
ent given the potential for drought to emerge as a significant stress on the community along with other know
n hazards such as storms and flooding. This action was performed by analyzing climate projections from stat
e, federal, and other academic sources and extrapolating down to the community level. The overall assessm
ent is that seasonal drought is likely to increase gradually, with the longer number of dry days in late summer
posing a threat to wells, agriculture, and the local ecosystem. A secondary risk could be increased wildfire. T
he analysis was shared with the community via town meeting and outreach to the Conservation Advisory Co
uncil. Combined with other hazard assessments, the intent is for this analysis to help inform the town's resilie
nce planning and participation in the next county hazard mitigation plan. The report has been posted to the 
New Lebanon CSC web page at: http://www.townofnewlebanon.com/boards/climate-smart-communities-task
-force-committee/ We are applying for this category: Vulnerability assessment with a moderate scope, coveri
ng one to three climate hazards for the entire geographic area of the community

PDF: CLIMATE VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT - SEASONAL DROUGHT

WORD: CLIMATE VULNERABILITY ON FACEBOOK.DOCX

PDF: COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PRESENTATION_SEASONAL DROUGHT

PDF: 12.29.20-AGENDA-3.PDF

PE7 Action: Climate-resilient Hazard Mitigation Plan

4 Points

Program Summary: The Town of New Lebanon, along with the other towns in Columbia County, has particip
ated in and signed on to Columbia County Hazard Mitigation plan which is posted at https://www.columbiaco
untyny.com/emo.html The latest plan from 2018 is also attached. Section 4.7 of the HMP address Climate Ch
ange specifically. Climate change is also highlighted throughout the analysis as a new hazard. Minutes from t
own board meeting (October 2018) adopting the plan has been uploaded.

PDF: COLUMBIA COUNTY HMP_FINAL_2018(1).PDF

PDF: RESOLUTION 22 2018 HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN SIGNED.PDF

IMAGE: PROOF OF FEMA SIGNOFF
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8. Support a green innovation economy.

PE8 Action: Farmers’ Markets

3 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon enjoys a vibrant Farmers' Market that brings together the entire communit
y every Sunday from June-November. The Town Board has offered town property to be used by the
Farmers' Market during the winter months as documented in the Oct 13, 2020 minutes below. In addition, the
Town Board has authorized the CSC to work with the Farmers' Market to promote a Buy Local/Buy Green
program as indicated in the attached minutes for the Dec 8, 2020 meeting. A letter from the head of the Far
mers' Market is attached to verify that they held 24 markets in 2020.

PDF: THE NEW LEBANON FARMERS MARKET EXISTS.PDF

PDF: 10.13.2020 NEW LEBANON TOWN BOARD REG MTG FULL MINUTES W ADDENDUMS.PDF

PDF: 12.8.2020 NEW LEBANON TOWN BOARD REG MTG WITH RES EXHIBITS AND ADDENDUMS.PDF

PE8 Action: Buy Local/Buy Green Campaign

2 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon has a Farmers' Market that is in person from May- Nov and is virtual durin
g the winter months. The Town Board has approved the CSC (see attached minutes) working with the Farmer
s' Market on a Buy Local/Buy Green program branded Local is Green (see logo below.) This includes over 15 l
ocal vendors (see link below for the list.) Also, to promote local businesses the town has produced a busines
s directory of all companies which has been distributed to every resident in hard copy and is available online 
on the town website (see link.) https://newlebanonfarmersmarket.com/pages/local-is-green https://newleban
onfarmersmarket.com/pages/farmers-and-producers http://www.townofnewlebanon.com/local-business-direc
tory/ and attached documents

WORD: BUY LOCAL BUY GREEN CAMPAIGN TEXT IN FACEBOOK DEC 20 2020.DOCX

IMAGE: LOCAL IS GREEN LOGO.PNG

PDF: 12.8.2020 NEW LEBANON TOWN BOARD REG MTG WITH RES EXHIBITS AND ADDENDUMS.PDF

WORD: LOCAL IS GREEN FROM WEBSITE.DOCX

PDF: 2020-11-BEDC-BIZ-DIRECTORY-HI-RES-V7-FOR-PRINTING.PDF
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9. Inform and inspire the public.

PE9 Action: Local Climate Action Website

3 Points

Program Summary: New Lebanon's Climate Smart Communities Task Force has a page on the town website
providing up to date information on our activities. This includes our GHG benchmarking and Climate Vulnera
bility Assessment as well as meeting minutes etc. http://www.townofnewlebanon.com/boards/climate-smart-c
ommunities-task-force-committee/ This website was created in 2020 therefore everything has been added i
n the past year.

PE9 Action: Social Media

3 Points

Program Summary: The New Lebanon Climate Smart Task Force has a Facebook account where we post ac
tions and events related to our work to support New Lebanon as a climate smart community. Url is https://ww
w.facebook.com/groups/CSCNewLebanon Attached below please find the Town of New Lebanon's Social M
edia policy as well as the minutes from the meeting where the CSC Facebook group was approved.

PDF: NEW LEBANON SOCIAL-MEDIA-POLICY.PDF

PDF: 2020-07-14-NL-TOWN-BD-MINUTES-FACEBOOK.PDF
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